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NOTES 

ON 
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[ Soiix of the Epistles of Paul are Iramed in a regular 
and connected manner. Their full meaning cannot he 
perceived, unless they are studied as a whole. It is true 
that the course of argument Is occasionally interrupted 
by digressions and practical remarks. These, however, 
increase the importance of a careful examination ^ other- 
wise, we shall be unable to perceive the object of the 
writer, the pertinence of his thoughts, or the reasons for 
his illustrations and digressions. 

In the following notes, it will be a main object to point 
out the force and bearing of particular facts and state- 
ments upon the general argument of the apostle. Much 
light may thus be thrown on passages, which have been 
doubtful or obscure. The loose and disconnected mode 
in whicb the Bible is frequently perused, is one reason 
why some portions Qf it, Paul's Epistles, particularly, are 
so much neglected. There is a strong disrelish for these 
Epistles in the minds of many professing Christians. Of 
course, there remain in them ** many things hard to be 
understood.*' 



In order to reap -the full advantages of the mode of 
study here recommended, particular attention must be 
given to the connectives, or small particles, which have 
been termed the joints and bands of a discourse. To 
understand why they are inserted, or what the particular 
relation or thought is, which they suggest, is absolutely 
necessary in order to gain a tolerable acquaintance with 
such books as the Epistles to the Romans, Galalians, or 
Hebrews. Special attention has been devoted to the 
difficulties of the Epistle, some of which admit only of 
probable solution. Practical reflections are occasionally 
introduced. ] 

Sitnation of Galatia. 

Galatia was a province in the northern part 
of Asia Minor, having Bithynia and Paphlago- 
nia on the north ; Pontus and Cappadocia on 
the east ; Lycaonia on the south, and Phrygia 
on the west. It lay a little north by west of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and Antioch in Syria. Its 
southern border was about one hundred and 
ninety miles from Tarsus, and two hundred and 
forty from Antioch. It was a fertile province, 
with a pleasant climate, and distinguished, at 
various times, for wealth and commerce. About 
B. C. 250, three tribes from the north of Europe, 
(two from Gaul and one from Germany,) but 
perfectly alike in language and manners, con- 
quered the country, which by them was called 
Galatia or Gallogrscia. They were all, per- 
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haps, of German origin. Their chief was 
named Lutarius. In their new country, they 
became acquainted with the Greek language, 
specimens of which, in public documents and in- 
scriptions, yet remain. The Celtic, their origi- 
nal language, however, continued to be spoken 
for six hundred years after the migration. The 
emigrants preserved their native religion, though 
they blended with it some of the rites of the 
ancient inhabitants of the country, among which 
was the wotship of Cybele, or the reputed mother 
of the gods. This goddess was pictured with 
turrets on her head. She had a famous statue 
at Pessinus, and temples were erected to her 
honor. The Corybantes were her priests, who 
worshipped her by the sound of drums, tabors, 
pipes, and cymbals. The principal cities of 
Galatia were Ancyra, Tavium, and Pessinus. 
The Jews were drawn to this province in con- 
siderable numbers. A record of the liberties, 
which they were permitted to enjoy, was depos- 
ited in the temple of Augustus at Ancyra. 
Under Augustus, 26 B. C, Galatia was reduced 
to a Roman province, and placed under the 
charge of an officer called a proprsetor. It 
has for a long time been under the Turkish 
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goTernment Aogona, the ancient Ancyra, k 
on a very elevated plain, and contains from 
20,000 to 60,00ji) inhabitants. The streets are 
wide and paved with blocks of granite. Some 
fine remains of antiqaity are preserved. The 
inhabitants are chiefly Armenians. Mr. Charles 
Texier, a Frenchman, visited Galatia, in 1834, 
and discovered many interesting traces of an- 
cient times. 

Planting of the Churches in Galatia* 

Various modes of reconciling the apparent 
differences in the chronology of the Acts of the 
Apostles, and of the Epistle to the Galatians 
have been proposed. The .following method 
appears to us to be encu^mbered with the least 
difficulties. The conversion of Paul took place* 
about A, D. 36. Acts ix. 6, xxii. 6; Gal. i. 15. 
The three following years he spent mostly in 
Damascus, though he made an, excursion into 
Arabia. Acts ix. 19, 23 ; Gal i. 18. In A. D. 
39, he escaped from Damascus, Acts ix. 26; 
2 Cor. xi. 32 ; Gal. i. 18, and went to Jerusa- 
lem, where he remained fifteen days. Acts ix. 
28; Gal. 1. 18. He then departed for Syria 
aad Cilicia, Acts ix. 30; Gal. i. 21, where he 
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lemained till called to Antioch bj Barnabas. 
Acts xi. 25. From Antioch, he was sent with 
Barnabas to Jerusalem, to cariy contributions to 
the poor saints of that city. Acts xi. 30. This 
journey to Jerusalem 19 not alluded to in the 
Epistle to the Galatians. After returning to 
Antioch, he and Barnabas proceeded on their 
first mission to the heathen. Acts xiii. 4. In 
this tour, they spent about two years, and, 
■preached the gospel in Cyprus, Acts xiii. 4; 
Pamphylia, v. 13; Antioch in Pisidia, v. 14; 
Iconium, v. 52 ; Lystra and Derbe in Lycaonia, 
Acts xiv. 6. They return to Antioch in Syria, 
Acts xiv. 26, where they stay, probably, several 
years — ** not a litlle time," Acts xiv. 28. About 
the year 53, they are sent again from Antioch 
to Jerusalem, Acts xv. 3 ; Gal. ii. i. This was 
fourteen years from the first visit, A. D. 39, and 
seventeen years from Paul's conversion, A. D. 
36. They are now sent on the question of the 
circumcision. Paul, on his return to Antioch, 
(at which time, probably, the incident with 
Peter mentioned Gal. ii. 11, occurred,) sepa- 
rated from Barnabas, and in company with 
Silas, Acts XV. 40, went through Syria and 
Cilicia, v. 41, to Derbe and Lystra, Acts xvi. I, 
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strengthening the disciples. Paul, then, for the 
first time, as it would appear, v. 6, preached the 
gospel in Phrygia and the Galatian country.* 

Time at which the Epistle was written* 

After leaving Phrygia and Galatia, the mis- 
sionary company proceeded through Mysia to 
Troas, Acts xvi. 10, embarked for Europe, 
landed at Neapolis, v. 11, journeyed to Philippi, 
in Macedonia, Amphipolis, Apollonia, Thessa- 
lonica, and Berea. From the last place, Paul 
went to Athens, Acts xvii. 15, and thence to 
Corinth, xviii. 1. In Corinth, he remained 
about eighteen months, v. 11, where, as we 

* It is supposed by some persons that Paul preached 
the gospel in Galatia on his first journey to Asia Minor, 
and that allusion is made to it. Acts xiv. 6, where it is 
said that the apostle preached the gospel in Lystra ^nd 
Derbe, and in the surrounding country^ environs, ri^v 
mqixfoQov. It is said that Barnabas was known to the 
Galatians, Gal. ii. 13 ; he did not accompany Paul in his 
second journey, therefore both must have visited Galatia 
in the nrst visit to Asia Minor. But it is not necessary 
that the Galatians should have, personally and by sight, 
known all whom Paul mentions in his Epistle. Again, it 
is said that Paul's object in his second journey was to 
confirm the brethren in the faith. But this did not ex- 
clude attempts at new conversions. They wished to 
visit Bithynia, but were forbidden. Luke, also, distinctly 
separates the Phrygians and Galatians from those whom 
'' was proposed to streogthen, Acts zvL 5, 6. 



suppose, in A. D. 55 or 56, he wrote the Epistle 
to the Galatians. That it was written soon 
after his first visit to Galatia, is made certain, 
by Gal. i. 16. " I marvel that ye are so soon 
removed," etc. Some persons have maintained 
that it was written after Paul's second visit to 
Galatia, wrongly interpreting the phrase, Gal. 
iv. 13, " yet know that in weakness of the flesh, 
at the first I preached the gospel," as if it im- 
plied a subsequent visit, before the Epistle was 
written. The whole tenor of the Epistle, and the 
general voice of ancient and modern commenta- 
tors, agree in the position that it was among the 
first of Paul's Epistles. It was clearly not compos- 
ed at Rome, as th^ postscript indicates ; for the 
apostle did not visit that city till many years 
afterwards. The supposition that it was written 
during Paul's first journey in Macedonia, seems 
in^probable, as it would hardly allow sufficient 
time for the events which occurred in the Gala- 
tian churches, after Paul's departure, and which 
rendered it necessary to send the Epistle. His 
fhst visit at Ephesus, Acts xviii. 19, would 
hardly have allowed sufficient time for the pur- 
pose of writing. The second visit of Paul to 
Galatia, took place about A. D. 57. It was for 
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the purpose of streDgthening the churches, Acts 
xviii. 23. 

DiTine Authority of the Epistle. 

The genuineness and divine authority of the 
book, so far as we know, have not been doubted. 
There are several remarkable undesigned coin- 
cidences between it and the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, and the other Epistles of Paul, which have 
been pointed out by Dr. Paley, in his Hors 
Paulins. Indeed, there cailnot be the shadow 
of a doubt, but that the authorship of this Epistle 
and of that to the Romans, is identical. The 
general argument of a part of the former, as 
well as the illustrations, language, etc., are 
strikingly similar' to those of the latter. 

Circnmstances in which the Epistle was Written. 

The Jews were strongly attached to the Mo- 
saic rites and ceremonies. The temple-worship, 
the periodical vast assemblies at Jerusalem, the 
splendor of the priestly office, the long series of 
woaderful events in Jewish history, and the 
marked distinction of the nation from all others, 
contributed to give the Jews a high idea of their 
own dignity, and of the perpetual obligation of 
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their own rites and ceremonies. Circumcision, 
as an initiatory and distinguishing ordinance, 
was held in peculiar esteem. They had almost 
universally overlooked the nature of the Mosaic 
dispensation, not regarding it as temporary, and 
as preparatory to the Christian. They had suf- 
fered their minds to dwell on the letter of the 
law, rather than on its meaning and spirit. 
Our Saviour's foes could find no more ready 
way of raising a prejudice, or a mob, against 
him, than by representing him to be hostile to 
the temple-worship. The minds of the apostles 
and first disciples were exceedingly blinded on 
this point They thought that Christianity was 
to be a sort of graft on the Jewish stock, that its 
sublime doctrines were to be mingled with the 
Jewish observances, and that Jerusalem was to 
be a great metropolis for a Jewish-Christian 
State. The outpouring of the Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost, did not fully enlighten them. 
Peter, even after the striking circumstances at- 
tending his visit to Cornelius, was not wholly 
decided. How much less ready would inferior 
converts be to open the door of Christian privi- 
leges to the Gentiles. The way would thus be 
prepared for artful and designing Jews, to pre- 
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tend conversion to Christianity, in order to mix 
it with Judaism, and thus debase it, if not root 
it out of the earth. The controversy respecting 
. circumcision, and the rites of the Mosaic law, is 
the grand controversy of the New Testament. 
In the way of allusion, inference, illustration, or 
direct argument, we find it pervading almost 
every part of PauPs Epistles. He may be said 
to have been specially raised up to manage this 
controversy. He saw very clearly the true 
spirit and genius of Christianity, and he unhesi- 
tatingly conformed to his belief. He declared 
every where the abrogation of the Mosaic ritual, 
and that the merits of Christ were the only 
ground for justification, for both Jews and Gen- 
tiles. Hence he became a victim of suspicion 
and jealousy on the part of some sincere Jewish 
converts to Christianity, and the object of un- 
mitigated contempt and persecution on the part 
of false Jewish teachers and zealots of the law. 
" Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes 
save one." 

In Galatia, the efforts of the persecuting Jews 
seem to have been peculiarly concentrated and 
bitter. Paul preached the gospel there at firsts 
with great success, and with but little, if any, 
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p{qK)^tion. With overflowiog love and zeal, 
the Galatian converts embraced him and his 
doctrines. But no sooner had he left the pro* 
vince, than certain false teachers, as would 
seem, from Jerusalem, Acts xv. 24, followed him 
to Galatia, and -by studied address and insinua- 
tion, by falling in with the prejudices of the 
Jewish converts, and by bold and reckless asser- 
tioUy as opportunity offered, succeeded in alien- 
ating the minds of the unestablished Galatians, 
both from Paul and from his doctrines. They re- 
presented him as inferior to the other apostles, or 
as altogether deficient in the proofs of the claims 
which he made to the apostleship. Of course, 
Paul was to be considered as a mere unauthor- 
ized teacher. In pursuance of their design, 
they might have represented him as not selected 
by Christ to be an apostle, as never having seen 
him,' as not substituted in the place of Judas, 
and as never admitted by the apostles into their 
fraternity. When his authority was overthrown, 
they proceeded to assail his -doctrines ; teaching 
that circumcision was necessary for salvation, 
9jxd that the various rites of the Mosaic law, 
must.be observed along with the precepts of the 

new di^Asation. They thus endangered not 
2 
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only the stability of the charches, but struck a 
blow at the very life of Christianity, perverting 
and corrupting the great doctrine of justification. 
The result, as Paul plainly foresaw, would be a 
total rejection of Christianity, and the substitu- 
tion of a proud and self-righteous reliance on 
human works. As the evils were great and 
were rapidly spreading, Paul adopted the most 
decided measures. He composed and sent an 
Epistle, which was adapted to meet the difficulty. 
It is throughout framed as an argument, bearing 
more or less on this fundamental position, that 
the ground of the sinner's acceptance and par- 
don, is the merits of Christ, and not the works 
of the law. The style of the apostle is vehe- 
ment, and some of the expostulations and cen- 
sures aro severe ; not simply because the Gala- 
tians were guilty of credulity or levity ; not 
because they were by nature intractable, or by 
habits uncultivated ; but ' because a primary 
article of the Christian faith was in danger ; 
a snare was laid for the conscience, and the 
most alarming practical evils were coming in 
like a flood. If the 'Ephesians or Colossians 
had been led away in the same manner, the 
apostle would have been equally decisive in 
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applying a reroedj. In itself, it was but of little 
importance, whether Paul was superior or equal 
to the other apostles. But through the person 
of Paul, the gospel itself was attacked. If he 
had suffered his apostolical authority to have 
been wantonly assailed, it would follow that he 
had previously pretended to that which did not 
belong to him, and thus suspicion would have 
been thrown over his whole character. His re- 
luctance to allude to his personal history, may 
be seen by referring to 2 Cor. x. xi. ; but he 
found it absolutely indispensable to clear him- 
self and his doctrines from the aspersions which 
were cast upon them. 

Brief Oatline of the Argument. 

The Epistle naturally divides itself into three 
parts. 

I. The first chapter and the first fourteen 
verses of the second chapter, may be termed 
the chronological portion, in which Paul refers 
to various events in his life, and thereby vindi- 
cates his claims to the apostleship. In other 
words, he proves by indisputable facts that he 
was commissioned, not by fawnan, but by divine 
authority. Like the other apostles, he had re- 



16 

ceived his instructions, directly from Christ 
himself. He had been a bitter persecutor of 
the Christians. How could he have been change 
ed unless by divine power or revelation f For 
the greater part of his life, afler his conversion, 
he had not been personally conversant with the 
other apostles, and, of course, could not have 
been dependent on them for teaching. So far 
was he from being inferior to Peter, that, on an 
important public occasion, he himself had re- 
buked Peter as guilty of inconsistency. When 
in company with the other apostles, he had 
strenuously maintained his Christian liberty, 
and his refusal to subject himself to the Jewish 
yoke. Instead of being censured in this course 
by the other apostles, Peter, James, and John, 
had given to him the right hand, as a token of 
Christian fellowship in his missionary labors. 

II. By a very natural transition, he passes, 
in the last verses of the second chapter, to the 
illustration of the great truth, that salvation is 
to be attained by faith alone, and not by human 
works. This subject occupies the whole of the 
third and fourth chapters. Justification by faith 
entirely excludes all human works. Paul's in- 
ward life was sustained by relianee on- a cruci- 
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fied Saviour. The former spiritaal joys i|nd 
gifts of the Galatians^ had proceeded from faith 
in Jesus. In the same manner waa Abraham 
justified, and all his true children, both Jews 
and Gentiles. Those, who rely for salvation on 
the law, must observe it perfectly; none do this; 
therefore, the curse is on all, except such as 
trust in Christ. The promise made to Abra- 
ham, was by no means nullified by the law;, 
promulgated four hundred and thirty years after. 
The use of the law is to show men their trans- 
gressions, and the necessity of a Redeemer. 
Those, who adhere to the ceremonies of the 
Mosaic law, are in a state of minority and bon- 
dage ; they do not avail themselves of the rich 
provisions of the gospel. This is illustrated by 
a reference to the different condition and privi- 
leges of Abraham's descendants by Ishmael, the 
child of the bond-woman, from those enjoyed by 
Isaac, who was the son of promise. 

III. Chapters 5 and 6, may be termed the 
practical portion of the Epistle. The Galatians 
are exhorted to stand firm in Christian liberty ; 
taking care, at the same time, not to convert 
that liberty into licentiousoj^ss. The appropri- 
ate fruits of the Spirit are contrasted with those 
2* 
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of the flesh. Exhoitatiom to mutoal kindnetti 
and universal benevolence, with various prac* 
tical remarks, close the Epistle. 



CHAPTER I. 

I Paul an apostle, not of men, neither by 
man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Fa- 
ther, who raised him from the dead, 2 and 
all the brethren which are with me, unto the 
churches of Galatia ; 3 grace be to you 
and peace from God the Father, and from 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 wl)o gave himself 
for our sins, that he might deliver us from 
this present evil world, according to the will 
of God and our Father ; 6 to whom be 
glory forever and ever ! Amen. 

Paul commences his Epistle with the declara- 
tion of that which was to form one of the maia 
subjects of it — his apostieship and divine com- 
mission. This rushing at once into his theme, 
by an insertion in the inscription of the Epistle, 
is not uncommon Avith Paul. See Epistles to 
Titus and the Hebrews. 
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V. 1. Various uses of apostle may be seen, 
Heb. iii. 1 ; Matt. x. 14 ; Luke xxii. 14 ; Rom. 
i. 1, xi. 13; 1 Cor. iv. 9. The word is trans- 
lated messenger^ 2 Cor. viii. 23; Phil. ii. 25. 
Not of men, neither by man. Not commissioned 
from men, from the apostles, etc. ; nor by the 
agency of man, but by Jesus Christ. The 
general sentiment is, that his apostleship was 
tiot of human authority. It rested on divine ap- 
pointment alone. The word translated of, has 
the sense of by. It sometimes means the author 
or cause, Matt. xvi. 21 ; 1 Cor. iv. 5 ; Rev. xii. 
6. By Jesus Christ. He had seen Christ with 
his bodily eyes, in the same manner that Peter 
had. Acts ix. 3, 16, xxii. 14, \^] 1 Cor. xv. 
8; 1 Tim. i. 12. These passages cannot refer 
to Paul's having seen Christ during Christ's life 
on earth, though the fact itself is possible ; nor 
can it refer to a mere acknowledgment of the 
doctrine of Christ, nor to the ecstasy mentioned 
2 Cor. xii. 2. He places the appearance of 
Christ to him, on precisely the same ground as 
all the other appearances of the risen Saviour. 
Matthias was chosen an apostle by God, through 
the means of men. Titus was selected by Paul ; 
but Paul was chosen by Christ himself, without 
human interventioa; therefore, an apostle in tiie 
highest sense of the term. Acts xiii. 2, refers 
to a partieular work — a sort of special deputa- 
tion, about nine years after his designation to 
the apostleship. By God the Father ^ Acts xxii. « 
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14, and texts where the part which God the 
Father takes in the work of redemption is men- 
tioned ; which raised him from the dead ; ad- 
duced to show the superiority of the gospel over 
the law. It was an illustrious proof of the dig- 
nity of Christ, and of Paul's office conferred 
on him by Christ, not in his state of humiliation, 
but of his glory ; — all tending to refute the ca- 
lumnies of his adversaries. The contrast shows 
that Christ cannot be a mere man. 

V. 2. Brethren, brother-ministers at the place 
from which he was writing, 1 Cor. i. 1 ; 2 Cor. 
i. 1 ; compare Phil. iv. 4 ; all, sometimes ap- 
plied to three or four. By joining others in the 
salutation, he showed that they agreed with him 
in preaching the same doctrines. Timothy and 
Silas, (probably others,) were at Corinth ; 
churches at Pessinus, Tavium, Ancyra, etc. 
The omission of the usual epithets, 1 Cor. i. 2 ; 
Eph. i. 1, may have been intentional as imply- 
ing some degree of reprehension. 

V. 3. Grace, etc. See Numb. vi. 24 — 26 ; 
Ruth ii. 4, 5 ; Ps. cxxix. 8 ,* also the introduc- 
tions to Paul's Epistles generally. 

V. 4, 5. Who gape himself, etc The vast 
superiority of the gospel over the law, is here 
shown in respect to the expiation for sin. 
** Christ can do that for yon, which the law 
cannot ; why then turn away from Christ to the 
law, which cannot profit you?" Isa. liii. 4—6, 
8, 10—12; Dan. ix. 24, ^ Mark xiv..24; 
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Luke xxiv. 46, 47; Rom. v. 6—9; Col. i. 
14; Tit. ii. 13; 1 Peter ii. 21, 24; 1 John ii. 
2 ; Rev. i. 6. " Paul, in a manner, in every 
word, bandleth the argument of this Epistle. 
He hath nothing in his mouth but Christ, and, 
therefore, in every word, there is a fervency of 
spirit and life. Christ hath given what ? Not 
gold, nor silver, nor beasts, nor paschal lambs, 
Dor an angel, but himself. For what ? Not for 
a crown, not for a kingdom, not for our holiness, 
or righteousness, but for our sins.*' — Luther, 
It is, however, frequent with Paul to break out 
in ascriptions of glory to Christ. That he might 
deliver, etc. Gen. xlvii. 9 ; Matt. xiii. 22 ; Mark 
iv. 19; Rom. xii. 2; 1 Cor. i. 20, ii. 6, 8; 
Eph. ii. 1 ; 2 Tim. iv. 10. These words may 
be intended indirectly to refUte the slanders of 
those who represepted P;aul as preaching con- . 
tinuance in sin, that grace might abound, Rom. vi. 
1. World, present, imperfect, and sinful state ; 
present, perhaps referring to a state where vice 
and sorrow shall be unknown. According to 
the toill of God and our Father, The Father 
is joined ; teaching the Galatians that it was the 
Father's good pleasure that they should trust in 
Christ for salvation, and not in works of the 
law; and, explanatory, even. Matt. xxi. 15 ; John 
X. 12; Acts xxili. 6; 1 Thess. i. 3; Titus ii. 
13. To whom, &.O., struck with the magnitude 
of the blessings bestowed by Christ, Paul bursts 
forth into adoration. Rom. i. 25; 2 Cor. xi. ^ 
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31. Whenever he recalls the mercy of God, he 
is led to glorify him. . 

6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed 
from him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel ; 7 which is 
not another ; but there be some that trouble 
you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8 But jthough we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed ! 9 As we said before, so 
say I now again, if any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that ye have received, 
let hira be accursed ! 10 For do I now 
persuade men, or God } or do I seek to 
please men ? for if I yet pleased men, I 
should not be the servant of Christ. 

V. 6. The abruptness, shows the astonish- 
ment of the apostle at the conduct of the GaU- 
tians. Him that called you. This expression is 
used elsewhere, exclusively of God, generally of 
God the Father, Rom. viii. 30, ix. 1^, 24 ; 1 
Cor. i. 9, vii. 18, 19, 21, 22 ; Gal. v. 8, 13 ; 
Eph. i. 1» 4; 1 Thess. ii. 12. Referring it to 
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Christ in this connection, would-be a forced 
mode of construction. Others refer it to Paul 
as the instrument of their ~ outward calling. 
The sense is ** God, who has called you to be 
his people, not on account of your merits, but 
alone on account of the grace of Christ,'' Rom. 
▼. 15 ; 2 Cor. i. 12 ; 2 Thess. ii. 16. The guilt 
of their defection was greatly increased, because 
they had so soon turned away from the true 
gospel. 

V. 7, may be thus rendered, ** These false 
teachers introduce another gospel or doctrine 
respecting justification, than that which I 
preached ; though, strictly speaking, it is no 
gospel at all, but a mere perversion;" or, "of 
this whole thing in question, there is no other 
cause, but such as arises from the persons who 
trbuble you." Trouble, John v. 4, 7 ; compare 
with Ezek. xxxii. 2 ; Acts xv, 24 ; Gal. v. 20. 

V. 8, 9. Paul, with the utmost confidence, 
proceeds to the vindication of his doctrine. 
We, used for the first person throughout the 
Epistle. " Do not tell me of any men, however 
exalted, who preach another doctrine ; for if an 
angel from heaven," &c. It is a rhetorical mode 
of expression, showing, in Paul's usual ener- 
getic manner, the unchangeable truth of the 
gospel. The false teachers tried to overwhelm 
bim with names and human authority. He 
asserts that in this matter, the highest created 
authority iri of no account. Accursed^ corre»- 
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ponding to Hebrew word found Dent. ii. 34, iiL 
6, vii. 2 ; Josh. viii. 26, x. 28 ; a thing to be 
utterly destroyed— the preservation of which is 
prohibited with the direst imprecations, Acts 
xxiii. 14 ; Rom. ix. 3 ; 1 Cor. xii. 3, xyi. 22 ; 
Gal. V. 4. The reaffirmation, v. 9, shows that, 
on the part of Paul, it was not a rash, but a 
fixed sentiment. Said before, alluding to pre* 
ceding verse, as Paul when he preached the 
gospel to the Galatians at first would not be 
likely to have used this form of expression, the 
cause not existing, 2 Cor. vii. 3. 

V. 10, has been much controverted, owing,, 
perhaps, to the quick transition from v. 9» 
Having declared the unchangeable excellence 
of the gospel, he now asserts that his motives io 
preaching it were not mercenary or ambitious ; 
but he was honest in the view of the heart** 
searching God. " Do I seek to conciliate the 
favor of men ? " involving a strong negative, 
persuadb^ endeavor rather than action, John v. 
34 ; Rom. ii. 4 ; Gal. v. 4 ; see also 1 Thess. ii« 
4 — -6. Now, contracted with his former state 
as a zealot of the Jewish law. Last clause of 
verse, '* For if I had then (p>erhaps referring to 
the time of his conversion) striven to please 
nqen, I should not have become the servant of 
Christ.'' Those who serve Christ, i;nust despise 
the frown and flattery of men, Prov. xvi. 7; 
Luke xii. 8, 9, 62, 53, xiv. 26—28; John 
v. 44, xii. 42, 43; 1 Cor. ix. 18—23; 1 Pet. 
iii. 13. 
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11 But I certify you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man, 12 for I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught tY, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 13 For ye have heard of 
my conversation in time past in the Jews' 
reh'gion, how that beyond measure I perse- 
cuted the church of God, and wasted it ; 
14 and profited in the Jews' religion above 
many my equals in mine own nation, being 
more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of 
my fathers. 

V. 11. There is a connection between this 
verse and v. 10, though v. 11 commences, in 
some degree, a new subject — the proof of PauFs 
dignity and authority as an apostle. He begins 
by showing the mode in which his totial change 
from Judaism and impenitence to Christianity 
was effected ; viz. it was altogether a work of 
God^ and not of man. Certify, remind you of 
that which has been little heeded by you. 1 
Cor. XV. 1. Not aft^r man, I did not have 
any man for my teacher, but I was taught di- 
rectly by Jesus Christ himself. After^ source 
or author. 

T. 12. PauPs calumniators pretended that he 
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« 
had been taught by man only. He now asserts 
that he had enjoyed a revelation from the same 
source as that to which Peter Was indebted — 
Christ himself. Revelation, not only in refer- 
ence to the times when Christ appeared to him, 
Acts ix. 5, xxii. 17, 18 ; 2 Cor. xiii. 1,7; but 
also in regard to Christ's state afler having left 
this world, when an appearance, much more an 
interview, would be a revelation. It may also 
refer to the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, 
Rom. xvi. 25. They may have been communi- 
cated to Paul when in Arabia. 

V. 13. For — It is hardly necessary for me to 
prove this divine origin of my doctrine, which I 
am about to do, by a reference to the events of 
my earlier life, which are, I suppose, known to 
you, for ye have, &c. Conversation, Eph. iv. 
22. For, v. 13, refers to a clause omitted. Jews* 
religion ; the state and condition of a Jew, espe- 
cially the profession and practice of the rites of 
the Jewish religion, Acts ix. 21, xxii. 4 ; 1 
Tim. i. 11 — 17. There is a climax here; 
wasted being a much stronger word than perse^ 
cuted. ** How could such a persecutor have 
been so suddenly and totally changed, but by a 
divine intervention ? " 

V. 14. Equals, coevals, fellow-disciples, Ga- 
maliel's school. Zealous, Numb. xxv. 1 1 ; Acts 
xxi. 20, xxii. 3 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 12 ; Tit. ii. 14. 
Zealot, was then applied to a large society of 
private individuals, who took the law into their 
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own hands, and punished criminals without the 
forms of trial. They were often guihy of the 
greatest excesses. Simon, (Luke vi. 15.) had 
probably been a zealot. Paul had had their 
spirit, if he had not belonged to their association. 
Traditions, Matt. xv. 2, 3, 6 ; Mark vii. 3, 5, 8, 
9, 13 ; Col. ii. 8 ; in a different sense, 1 Cor. xi. 
2 ; 2 Thess. ii. 15, iii. 6. 

15 But when it pleased God, who sepa- 
rated me from my mother's womb, and called 
me by his grace, 16 to reveal bis Son in 
me, that I might preach bim among the 
heathen; immediately, I conferred not with 
flesh and blood ; 17 neither went I up to 
Jerusalem to them which were apostles before 
me, but I went into Arabia, and returned 
again unto Damascus. 18 Then after three 
years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, 
and abode with him fifteen days. 19 But 
other of the apostles saw I none, save James 
the Lord's brother. 20 (Now the things 
which I write unto you, behold ! before God, 
I lie not.) 21 Afterwards I came into the 
regions of Syria and Cilicia ; 22 and was 
unknown by face unto the churches of Judea 
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which were ia Christ; 23 bat they had 
heard only, That he which persecuted us in 
times past, now preacheth the faith which 
once he destroyed. 24 And they glorified 
God in me. 



CHAPTER II. 

1 Then fourteen years after I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took 
Titus with me also. 2 And I went up by 
revelation, and communicated unto them that 
gospel which I preach among the Gentilesi 
(but privately to them which were of repu- 
tation,) lest by any means I should run, or 
had run in vain. 3 But neither Titus, who 
was with me, being a Greek, was compelled 
to be circumcised. 4 And that because of 
false brethren unawares brought in, who came 
in privily to spy out our liberty, which we 
have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring 
us into bondage ; 5 to whom we gave place 
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by subjection, no^ not for an hour j that the 
truth of the gospel might continue with you. 
6 But of those who seemed to be somewhat, 
(whatsoever they were, it make^h no matter 
to me ; God accepteth no man's person ;) 
for they who seemed to be somewhat in con- 
ference added nothing to me ; 7 but con- 
trariwise, when they saw that the gospel of 
the uncircumcision was committed unto me, 
as the gospel of the circumcision was unto 
Peter ; 8 (for he that wrought effectually 
in Peter to the apostleship of the circum- 
cision, the same was mighty in me toward 
the Gentiles;) 9 and when James, Cephas, 
and John, who seemed to be pillars, per- 
ceived the grace that was given unto me, they 
gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship, that we should go unto the heathen, 
and they unto the circumcision ; 10 only 
they woMld that we should remember the 
poor ; the same which I also was forward to 
do. 

Ch. i., T. 1&— 1 7. ** But when God^ who selected 
3* 



30 

me from my birth, and called me by his grace, 
was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I might 
preach him among the Gentiles, 1 did not confer 
with flesh and blood, neither did I go up to Je- 
rusalem to those who were apostles before me, 
but I immediately departed to Arabia, and re- 
turned again to Damascus." Paul declares the 
extraordinary nature of his conversion ; it was 
effected by divine power, and it was in accor- 
dance with the divine purpose. In regard to 
human salvation, the Bible asserts, 1st, eternal 
predestination or election, 2d, designation or 
setting apart from the birth, and 3d, as a result, 
conversion or effectual calling. Jer. i. 5, 10 ; 
Acts iv. 27, 28, xv. 18; Rom. viii. 29. 30, xi. 
2; Eph. i. 4, 5, 11. The reason of Paul's vo- 
cation to the apostleship, was the gratuitous 
pleasure of God. There is no mention made of 
the ability and zeal, with which he would be 
likely to discharge his duties, as the cause why 
^od made him a chosen vessel. Paul always 
ascribes it to the sovereign determination and 
grace of God. Reveal his Son^ an inward com- 
munication of Christ, by which, independently 
of all human teaching, he was enabled to preach 
Christ. Any mere autward manifestation would 
have been transient. In, 2 Cor. xii. 2 ; Galr i. 
22 ; 2 Tim. i. 13. Revealed, " not that I should 
see him only, but that I should publish him 
among the Gentiles. How then can I preach 
circumcision to them ? " The order of events 
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in V. 16/17, and Acts ix. may thus be stated. 
Paul's conversion A. D. 36, Acts ix. 1 — 18; 
Gai. i. 15, baptism, Acts ix. 18, certain days at 
Damascus, an indefinite short time. Acts ix. 19. 
Straightway, in a few days preaches Christ in 
Damascus, departs to Arabia, Gal. i. 17. His 
stay at Damascus had been so short that he 
might properly be said to depart immediately, 
(connecting the word immediately, v. 16, with 
went, V. 17,) returns to Damascus, probably 
after a short journey into the contiguous parts of 
Arabia, Gal. i. 17, remained in Damascus three 
years, Gal. 18, corresponding to many days, 
Acts ix. 23. (See an exact instance, 1 Kings 
ii. 38, 89.) Why Luke does not mention the 
journey to Arabia, we do not know. It was 
probably short and not marked with important 
results. It better agrees with the nature of the 
argument to suppose that he went to Arabia to 
preach the gospel, rather than for health or private 
meditation. He is showing that he had a full « 
revelation directly from Christ of the nature of 
the gospel. He did not need, therefore, to de- 
pend on the deductions of his own mind, any 
more than on the teachings of the other apostles. 
He might, however, have had divine communi- 
cations in Arabia. Some parts of Arabia near 
Damascus contained many Jews. Flesh and 
blood, Isa. ii. 22; Matt. xvi. 17. Apostles before 
me, not spoken in the conceited spirit of a new 
convert, but fully warranted by his extraordinary 
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conversion and call. It had been absurd fot 
him, taught of God miraculously, to have ap- 
plied for instruction to man, 

V. 18. Three years, reckoning from his con- 
version,- including journey to Arabia, or, (that 
was so short,) reckoning from that journey. 
How he lefl Damascus, see Acts ix. 23, 25; 
2 Cor. xi. 32, 33. See and abode, very guarded, 
so as to give no trace of any doctrines received 
from Peter — see, implies no more than respect, 
giving no ground for the superiority, which the 
Romanists ascribe to Peter. Fifteen days, Acts 
ix. 28, with xxii. 17, 18. The first passage 
would lead the reader to suppose that Paul re- 
mained a considerable time at Jerusalem ; the 
second indicates that his visit was short ; while 
Gal. i. 19 defines it — a species of undesigned 
consistency not often found except in authentic 
narratives. His visit did not require much time. 
It probably included three Sabbaths. Acts 
xxviii. 14. 

V. 19. James, undoubtedly James the Less, 
Mark xv. 40, son of Alpheus or Cleopas, and of 
Mary, the sister of the mother of Jesus. Brother, 
is used for a near kinsman, like a cousin. Matt, 
xii. 46, xiii. 55 ; John vii. 3 ; Acts i. 14. Com- 
pare Gen. xiii. S, xiv. 16. Lord's brother, to 
distinguish h'liq from the other James, who was 
not murdered till A. D. 44. '' Having so long 
preached the gospel before I saw the apostles, 
and staying so little time with them, it cannot 
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be imagined that I shoald receive my instruc- 
tions from them." The historian in Acts gives 
the general account ; the apostle, who is the 
subject of it, particularizes. 

V. 20—24. Lie not. See Rom. ix. 1 ; 2 Cor. 
xi. 31 ,• 1 Tim. ii. 7. Behold, Luke ii. it). 
Regions, Rom. xv. 23 ; 2 Cor. xi. 10. Syria 
lay east of the Mediterranean, south of Mt 
Taurus, west of the Euphrates, and north of 
Judea. Cilicia had Syria and the Mediterra- 
nean on the south, Pamphylia on the west, Ly- 
caonia and Cappadbcia on the north, and Syria 
on the east. '' If I was unknown to the Chris- 
tian churches in Judea, of course I did not 
derive my doctrines from them." On my ac- 
count, " the wolf had become a shepherd." 
They ascribed the merit to God, and regarded 
the whole as his work. Considering his total 
change, they could not well do otherwise. " You 
have then, not only the testimony of the people 
of Arabia and Damascus, but of all the churches 
of Judea." 

Chap, ii.t V. 1. *' After the lapse of fourteen 
years I again went up to Jerusalem." Some 
commentators think that this is to be reckoned 
from his conversion, as it is probable that that 
event would ever after be an era in his life, but 
the original words, translated then and eifter, 
are both adverse to such an opinion. The most 
natural way is to consider it to be fourteen 
years from the journey to Jerusalem mentioned, 
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chap, i., V. 18, or in A. D. 63. That it is 
the same journey recorded in Acts xv., is alto- 
gether probable. The dates in this way best 
correspond ; the general object is the same as 
mentioned both by Luke and Paul ; and Barna- 
hfts accompanied Paul in both cases. It is, 
however, objected that as the professed design 
of the Epistle was to establish the exemption of 
the Gentile converts from the law of Moses, and 
as the decree pronounced and confirmed that 
exemption, it may seem extraordinary that no 
notice was taken of it in the Epistle. But it 
was not Paul's manner, especially in this Epistle, 
to resort much to the authority of the other 
apostles. The Epistle argues the point on prin- 
ciple, and not by authority. The decree difl 
not go the length of the position maintained in 
the Epistle. Again it is objected that in the 
Epistle Paul is said to have gone up by revelation ; 
in the Acts that he was sent up by the church. 
But might not the revelation determine him to 
comply with the request of the Christians? 
Many reasons may be imagined which might 
have induced Paul not to go. Peter had an 
invitation from Cornelius to visit him, while he 
actually went in obedience to a supernatural 
vision. Furthermore, it is said in the Epistle 
that he communicated the gospel privately to 
them, who were of reputation, while in the Acts, 
it was a public, official duty upon which he and 
Barnabas were sent. But in the Epistle, Paul 
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mefins by the gospel, doubtless, the setting forth 
those peculiarities as to the disuse of the Mosaic 
ritual, the free admission of the Gentiles without 
binding them to it, and perhaps some of the. 
humbling and peculiar doctrines of the gospel, 
on all which accounts, he might well style it his 
gospel, and which included much more than the 
public message on which he and Barnabas were 
commissioned. 

The persons alluded to, v. 1, seem to have 
been Peter, James, and John, v. 9. Run, v. 1, 
metaphorical language taken from the games, 
1 Cor. ix. 26; 2 Tim. iv. 7 ; Phil. ii. 16. In 
vain, namely, '* lest I should be really thought 
to labor, or have labored in vain," i. e., errone* 
ously, or under a mistake, which was what his 
calumniators pretended, v. 3. Parenthetical. 
** Titus, though known to be a Greek, was not 
required to be circumcised, which shows that 
the rite is not binding on Christians, and also 
that the other apostles agreed with me." In the 
case of Timothy, Acts xvi. 3, Paul is not liable 
to a charge of inconsistency; he circumcised 
him without constraint from others, to accom- 
modate weak Jewish Christians. In regard to 
Titus, circumcision was demanded, not by weak 
Christians, but by hypocritical teachers, v. 4. 
" We refused to do so, i. e., to circumcise Titus, 
on account of certain false brethren, who came 
in unawares," etc. To suppose that Titus was 
after all circumcised, is to contradict the whole 
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tenor of the argument. He might have been 
circumcised in other circumstances ; as it was, 
it would have been giving up Christian liberty 
to have done so. v. 5. Hour, John v. 35; 
2 Cor. vii. 8. Truth, i. e., that circumcision is 
of no avail in justification. 

v. 6. ** But in respect to those who were in 
high repute, (what they really were, it makes no 
difference to me, i. e., does not affect my au- 
thority as an* apostle ; God does not favor men 
on account of external advantages,) even these 
highly esteemed persons communicated nothing 
of which I was ignorant, i. e., they were satis- 
fied with my own explanation of my own doc- 
trines." Person, Deut. x. 17; 2 Chron. xix. 7; 
Job xxxiv. 19; Acts x. 34; Rom. ii. 11 ; Eph. 
vi. 9 ; Col. iii. 25. Paul does not deny the dig- 
nity or merited reputation of the other apostles, 
yet he hints that it was not so great as to. render 
it necessary for him to submit to or to be taught 
by them.* 

V. 7 — 10. "Nay, so far from teaching me, or 
supposing that they had any thing to teach me, 
they acknowledged my divine commission as an 
apostle to the Gentiles, on the same -ground as 
they did that of Peter to the Jews, (for he, who 



* The first part of v. 6, requires the sentence to be 
completed with a passive verb, but afler the parenthesis, 
die construefion is changed, and an aetive verb is em- 
ployed. This is of frequent occurrence with Paul. Rom. 
ii. 17--21, V. 12, ix. 28, 24. 
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miraculooslj qualified Peter to be an apostle to 
the Jews, conferred on me the same powers as 
an apostle to the Gentiles,) even they, James, 
Peter, and John, who seemed to be persons of 
great influence, gave to me and Barnabas the 
right hands of fellowship, that we should preach 
the gospel to the Gentiles, as they to the Jews; 
simply adding that we should be mindful to 
relieve the poor, which thing I had been forward 
to do.'' Paul here shows that the apostles had 
cordially welcomed him into their number', and 
had given him a most sacred and touching me- 
mento of their fraternal love. The general com- 
mission of Paul was to the Gentiles; that of Peter 
to the Jews, though Paul frequently preached to 
the Jews, and Peter, doubtless, to the Gentiles.* 
Wrong ht, Matt. xiv. 2 ; 1 Cor. xii. 6 ; 2 Cor. 
iv. 12 ; Eph. i. 20. Aposthship, Rom. i. 5, xii. 
3, XV. 15 ; 1 Cor. iii. 9 ; 2 Tim, ii. 1. Pillars, 
1 Cor. iii. 6; 2 Tim. iii. 15 ; Eph. ii. 21, 22; 
1 Pet. ii. 5; Rev. iii. 12. Poor, Jewish Chris- 
tians particularly. Acts xi. 29, 30, xxiv. 17; 
Rom. XV. 27 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 1 ; 2 Cor. viii. 

1 1 But when Peter was come to Antiocb, 
I withstood him to the face, because he was 
to be blamed. J 2 For before that certain 

* It is remarked by Calvin, that if the IPope would 
justify his claims to be the successor of Peter, he should 
feel himseU called on to labor especiaUy for the Jews. 
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came from James, he did eat with the Gen- 
tiles } but when they were come, he with- 
drew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. 13 And 
the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; 
insomuch that Barnabas also was carried 
away with their dissimulation. 14 But when 
I saw that they walked not uprightly accord- 
ing to the truth of the gospel, I said unto 
Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, 
livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not 
as do the Jews, why compellest thou the 
Gentiles to live as do the Jews ? 

V. 11 — 14. Paul now proceeds to adduce an 
unanswerable proof of his full equality to the 
other apostles. He had not received his com- 
mission from them. In conference, they had 
allowed his full claims to the apostleship, and 
now, in addition, he had publicly rebuked Peter 
himself, one of the "pillars," when he appeared 
to be in fault. This was one of the hisrhest 
possible proofs of Paul's independence of Peter. 
Peter's visit to Antioch probably took place not 
long after- Paul returned from Jerusalem, Acts 
XV. 13. The reprehension is this— "If thou, 
being a Jew, well acquainted with Jewish cere* 
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monies, and not less thoroughly instructed in 
the Christian religion, dost abandon those cere- 
monies, and art on terms of friendly intercourse 
with the Gentiles; what is the cause why thou 
shouldst be disturbed by the arrival of certain 
Jews, and by withdrawing from the Gentiles, 
appear to estimate the Jewish rites as of great 
iniportance, and givest the weight of thy name 
and example as an apostle to induce the Gentile 
Christians to conform to the Jewish ceremonies? " 
Withstood, Matt. v. 39; Acts vi. 10; Rom. ix. 
19, xiii. 2; Eph. vi. 13. To the face; as the 
offence was public, so it was proper that the 
rebuke should be, 1 Tim. v. 20. It is well ob- 
served that the popes pretend to that infallibility 
which Peter certainly did not exhibit. On this 
occasion he failed both in respect of purity of 
doctrine and uprightness of conduct. Barnabas 
also ; the last word has the force of even, indi- 
cating surprise that such a man should be drawn 
away. 

15 We who are Jews by nature, and not 
sinners of the Gentiles, 16 knowing that a 
man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 
be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by 
the works of the law ; for by the works of 
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tfae law shall do flesh be justified. 17 But 
if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we 
ourselves also are found sinners, — is therefore 
Christ the minister of sin ? God forbid ! 

18 For if I build again the things which I 
destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, 
that I might live unto God. 20 I am cruci- 
fied with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me ; and the life which 
I now live in thfe flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. 21 I do not frustrate the 
grace of God ; for if righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

Some commentators suppose the address to 
Peter to end with the 14th v.; others with 
the 17th; and others not tiH the close of the 
chapter. It is best, perhaps, to suppose the 
address to Peter as partially kept up till the 
close of the chapter, but as having a main 
reference to the Galatians, Peter in general 
entertained correct views on this great subject , 
and there would be little propriety in making 
him the principal object of the expostulations. 
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By an easy transition, p£^ul passes from the 
proof of his own divine authority as an apostle^ 
to the consideration of the great doctrine of 
justification. From v. J 4 to 15, there would 
seem to be an imperceptible change of object. 

V. 15 — 21, may thus be rendered, " We Jews 
by birth, and not sinners of the Gentiles, — know- 
ing that a man is not justified (acquitted from 
condemnation) by the deeds of the law, but by 
faith in Christ only — even we believe in Christ 
Jesus, in order that we might attain that justifi- 
cation by the faith of Christ, which we could 
not attain by the works of the law, because by 
the works of the law no man can be justified. 
If now, V. 17, we Jews, who seek to be justified 
by Christ, if even we, who are accounted the 
peculiar people of God, are discovered to be 
sinners, is Christ then the minister of sin ? By 
no means. (Discovering the existence of sin 
and showing the necessity of pardon is very far 
from being the minister or author of sin.) On 
the contrary, instead of his being the minister 
of sin, V. 18, /should become a transgressor, if, 
distrusting his merits, I should resort again to 
the law. For by means of the law, I am dead 
to the law, (as it respects justification,) that I 
might live a new spiritual life unto God. v. 20. 
As Christ was crucified in respect to his natural 
body, I am in regard to my corrupt nature, and 
I am now spiritually alive, yet not in my own 
strength, but in that of Christ. So long as my 

4* 
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natural life continues, I live spiritually on Christ, 
who loved me and gave himself to death for me. 
V. 21. In so doing, I do not abrogate the grace 
of God manifested through Christ, as those do 
who seek for justification by the law, because if 
salvation is to be attained in that way, Christ 
has died to no purpose." Justify, to declare 
just, to pronounce just, i. e., to treat as just; 
as intimately connected with this, to pardon, 
to acquit from accusation, to free from the 
consequences of sin. This is the meaning in 
which Paul usually employs this word, {dixaiota,) 
See also Ex. xxiii. 7 ; Prov. xvii. 5 ; Job xxxiii. 
32 ; Isa. v. 23, xliii. 26; Luke xviii. 14 ; Acts 
xiii. 38, 39 ; Rom. iii. 24, 26, 28, 30, iv. 2. 5, 
V. 9; Gal. ii. 16, 17, iii. 8, 11, 24, v. 4; Tit. 
iii. 7. The two ideas are combined of pardon, 
and of being accepted and treated as righteous. 
Punishment is remitted and happiness conferred. 
Works of the law, must here include the moral 
law written or unwritten, any law whatever, 
moral or ceremonial, applicable to Jew or Gen- 
tile. Reliance for salvation on attempted obe- 
dience to any species of law is utterly vain. 
All have sinned, and all must rely on a gra- 
tuitous salvation. Build, 2 Cor. v. 1. By the 
law, V. 19, Compare Rom. vii. 5 — 8 ; James 
ii 17, 26 ; Prov. ix. 17. Crucified with him, 
Rom. vi. 4, 5 ; Col. ii. 12. Righteous, gra- 
tuitous method of justification, Rom. v. 17^ 21, 
y\\\4 10^ etc. 
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CHAPTER III. 

1 O foolish Galatians! who hath bewitched 
you, that ye should not obey the truth, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ bath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you ? 2 This only 
would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit 
by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith ? 3 Are ye so foolish ? having begun 
in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the 
flesh ? 4 Have ye suffered so many things 
in vain ? if it be yet in vain ! 6 He there- 
fore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and 
worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by 
the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith? 

Having vindicated his apostleship and doc- 
trine by a statement of facts, Paul now enters 
more fully into the subject of the abrogation of 
the law. IJe argues, 1st, with reference to the 
Galatians; 2d, from the example of Abraham, 
showing the law to have been only preparatory 
to the gospel ; 3d, those who sought to be justi- 
fied by the observance of the law so far from 
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obtaining the blessedness of Abraham, abode 
under the curse of the law, and were liable to 
divine punishment ; 4th, that justification cannot 
be obtained by one's own works is evident from 
one of your own prophets, Habakkuk ; 5tb, a 
further argument is derived from the irUent and 
object of Christ's death ; 6th, the same thing is 
further illustrated from the nature of the Abra- 
hamic covenant, etc. 

v. 1. The apostle here breaks out into vehe- 
ment expostulation ; bewitched, not elsewhere used 
in New Testament, mislead, beguile, etc. Truth, 
doctrine respecting justification. He now ap- 
peals in confirmation of his doctrine to their own 
past experience. Set forth, depict, to exhibit 
any thing as on canvass, in a vivid manner. No 
painter can so portray Christ as I have by my 
preaching. It shows the style of Paul's preach- 
ing, 1 Cor. ii. 2, as well as the accompanying 
power of the Spirit. 

v. 2, 3. Paul refers to their past history. 
The Spirit was imparted by the preaching, Acta 
X. 44, xi. 15, XV. 8, 9. Spirit, spoken generally 
of all the gifts, privileges and blessings; which 
are imparted by the Holy Spirit, Luke xi. 13 ; 
2 Cor. i. 22, V. 5, iii. 6, 8 ; Eph. i. 13 ; Heb. x. 
29. Faith, doctrine of gratuitous justification 
by faith in Christ, Rom. iii. 27. Perfect, end^ 
relapse into your natural condition. Flesh, Rom. 
vi. 19, vii. 5, 18, viii. 1, 3— 5, 8; Gal. v. 13, 16, 
17 ; Eph. ii. 3 ; 2 Pet. ii. 18. 
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V. 4. Yet in vain, or indeed, Eph. iii. 2, iv. 
21 ; Col. i. 23, added as some mitigation of the 
preceding question. Still there is hope that 
your great sufferings and persecutions may not 
be lost, Rom. viii.. 18, 28 ; 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

V. 5. Ministereth, (or ministered, imperfect 
tense,) referring doubtless to himself, and im- 
plying a strong negative, 2 Cor. ix. 10; 2 Pet. 
i. 11. Spirit, probably, in this case, referring 
mainly to miraculous gifls. 

6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it 
was accounted to him for rigbteousDess. 7 
Know ye therefore that they which are of 
faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, 
sayings In thee shall all nations be blessed, 

9 So then, they which be of faith are bles- 
sed with faithful Abraham. 

V. 6. The example of Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, is introduced as altogether deci- 
sive ', even as you have received spiritual bles- 
sings by faith, I in like manner communicated 
to you the gospel, in the way of faith, not by 
deeds of the law. Just so Abraham was justi- 



46 

fied, Gen. xv. 6. '* And he (God) counted it 
to him (Abraham) as righteousness." "This 
reckoning Abraham's belief as righteousness, 
cannot mean that the simple act on the part of 
Abraham, of giving credit to the divine testi- 
mony, amounted to perfect obedience to the 
divine law, and was accepted as such. Thus 
Abraham would have been accepted on the 
ground of his own merit ; for his belief was as 
much his own act, as^ any kind of obedience 
could have been. To have his belief imputed 
or counted for righteousness, must mean that in 
consequence of his belief, he Hoas treated as 
righteous, i. e., he was gratuitously justified." — 
Stuart, Rom. iv. 1 — 4, etc. ; James ii. 23. 

V. 7 — 9. Be assured, then, that all believers 
in this gratuitous justification are the children 
or true disciples of Abraham. Now provision 
was made for this in the promises given to 
Abraham, Gen. xii. 3, xv. 1—6, xvii. 1 — 8 ; 
they were given on gratuitous grounds, so that 
they may not fail of being carried into effect, 
and so that the blessings proffered may be given 
to all believer^, Jews and Gentiles, without dis« 
tinction. As a consequence, believers only can 
be saved ; those who trust in the works of the 
law are not the children of Abraham, and can 
have no hope of salvation. In Gen. xvii. 1 — 8, 
promises of both a temporal and spiritual nature 
are made. Many nations are to descend from 
him literally. He is also to become the spiritual 
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father of multitudes, who will imitate his faith* 
Here it may. be asked, whether Paul has not 
turned aside the words of Moses from their true 
signification ; for Moses, it is said, treats only of 
temporal blessings, not of Christ and of spiritual 
favors. It may be answered, that the various 
passages, Gen. xvii. 7, xv. 1, xxii. 17, 18, are to 
b^ taken together, and certainly include spiritual 
as well as temporal favors. The latter would in 
the view of Abraham be considered as subordi- 
nate to the other. Abraham was not justified 
because he believed God in respect to the multi- 
plication of his seed, but because he trusted in 
the mercy of God, looking for the promised Me- 
diator in whom all the promises are yea and 
amen, 2 Cor. i. 2Q. Heathen^ same as Gentiles. 
Before Scripture, may be understood the Holy 
Spirit, who inspired the words, Rom. iv. 3 ; 
John vii. 38. 

10 For as many as are of the works of 
the law are under the curse ; for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them. 11 But that no man is 
justi6ed by the law in the sight of God^ it is 
evident ; for, The just shall live by faith ; , 
12 and the law is not of faith; but, The 
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man that doeth them shall live in them. 13 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us.; (for it 
is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree;) 14 that the blessing of Abra- 
ham might come on the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ ; that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith. 

V. 10. The argument is now stated in a neg- 
ative way. "All of you, who rely for salvation 
on your own works, are not only destitute of the 
blessings promised to Abraham, but you lie 
under the terrible maledictions of a broken law.'' 
For, means now, moreover; whoever falls in any 
part of the law, or commits the least offence, is 
under the curse. All do thus fail and commit 
sin ; therefore all are under the curse. Deut. 
xxvii. 26 ; James ii. 10. " When thou readest 
in the Scriptures, of the fathers, prophets and 
kings, how they wrought righteousness, raised 
up the dead, overcame kingdoms, thou must re- 
member that these and such like sayings are te 
be expounded as the Epistle to the Hebrews ex- 
poundeth them, that is, by faith they wrought 
righteousness, by faith they subdued kingdoms, 
etc. So that faith incorporateth the work and 
getteth it his perfection." — Luther, 

V. 11. As a further proof of my position, the 
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Scriptures may be adduced. Hab. ii. 4, is 
brought forward as an illustration, not having 
been intended origiqally to describe justification 
by faith in Christ. The means of safety in the 
prophet's time was trust in the divine promises ; 
so it is now in regard to salvation. The very 
same principle of action is concerned in both 
cases. Hab. ii. 4; Rom. i. 17, iii. 20; Heb. 
X. 38. 

V. 12. Now the law makes no mention of 
faith ; it does not require the exercise of faith, 
but the complete observance of its own precepts* 
The man who perfectly keeps them shall receive 
the blessings or rewards proffered by the law. 
There can therefore be no common ground on 
which you can stand. You cannot confound 
the legal justification with the evangelical. You 
must perfectly keep the law, or else rely entirely 
on Christ. 

v.- 13. We are liberated from this state of 
condemiiation, in which all men by nature are, 
by believing in Christ. The spotless Lamb of 
God, full of truth and grace, has suffered the 
curse of the law in our stead. He became ob« 
noxious to the heaviest punishment for us. He 
submitted to the accursed death of a slave or of 
the lowest malefactor, not on his own account, 
for he was guiltless. He then suffered in vain, 
unless he bore our iniquities. Deut. xxi. 22, 23, 
also Gen. xL 17 — 19 ; Numb. xxv. 4, 5; 2 Sam. 
xxi. 6; John xix. 31 ; Rom. viii. 3; 2 Cor. v. 

5 
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21. A person suspended was considered an 
abomination in the sight of God. Purchased, 
hath bought off by the payment of a ransom. 
''Let us learn in all temptations to translate sin, 
death, the eurse, and all evils which oppress us, 
from ourselves unto Christ ; and again from him 
unto ourselves, righteousness, mercy, life and 
blessing. This is that infinite and unmeasu- 
rable mercy of God, which Paul would gladly 
amplify with all eloquence and plenty of words, 
but the slender capacity of man's heart cannot 
comprehend, and much less utter, that unsearch- 
able depth and burning zeal of God's love to- 
wards us. The same sovereign majesty was so 
careful for me, a damnable sinner, a child of 
wrath and of everlasting death, that he spared 
not his own dear Son, but delivered him to a 
most opprobrious and shameful death, that he 
might be made a curse and a sin for me a cursed 
sinner, the child and heir of hell. Who can 
sufficiently magnify this exceeding great good- 
ness of God ? " — Luther, 

V. 14. Blessing of Abraham, promised to 
him. Promise of the Spirit, promised spiritual 
blessings. Isa. xliv. 3. 

1 6 Brethren, I speak after the manner of 
men ; Though it be but a man's covenant, 
yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulletb, 
or addeth thereto. 16 Now to Abraham 
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and bis seed were the promises made. He 
saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as 
of one, And to tby seed, whicb is. Christ. 
17 And this I say, that the covenant that 
was confirmed before of God in Christ, the 
law, which was four hundred and thirty years 
after, cannot disannul, that it should make 
the promise of none effect. 18 For if the 
inheritance he of the law, it is no more of 
promise; but God gave it to Abraham by 
promise. 

y. 15. The argument is from the smaller to 
the greater. (A minori ad majus.) A promise 
or contract among men, properly made or sanc- 
tioned, is inviolable : how much more that whicb 
God hath established! Manner of men, an 
illustration from common life. Gen. xxiii. 20 ; . 
1 Kings V. 13; Ps. Ixxiv. 20, Ixxviii. 10, 37; 
Rom. vi. 19; 1 Cor. ix. 8, xiv. 17. 

V. 16. Before Paul follows out his argument, 
he recites the substance of the promises made to 
Abraham. They were made to him, and to a 
particular descendant from him, i. e., Christ, 
and his spiritual children as one with him. 
Seeds, would include all of Abraham's natural 
descendants by Ishmael, the six sons of Keturah^ 
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Esau^ etc. Seed, is limited to Christ and be- 
lievers in him. Rom. iv. 13, 16, 18, ix. 7, 8, 
xi. 1 ; 2 Cor. xi. 22 ; Gal. iii. 19, 29 ; 2 Tim. 
ii. 8; Heb. ii, 16, xi. 18. Respecting the close 
union between Christ and his people, see John 
xvii. ; Eph. iv. 1 — 6; Col. i. Seed, {anegfia,) 
is nearly analogous to the English word progeny, 
or offspring, which denotes, even in the singular, 
all the descendants of one man, however nu- 
merous ; but if we had occasion to speak of the 
descendants of different men, we should use the 
plural. All the descendants of Abraham were 
not included in those promises; as so many dis- 
tinct kinds of seed ; but they were limited to 
him, and ''his seed," in the singular number, 
which implied that Christ was principally meant, 
and others as related to him^ or as regarded as 
one with him. 

V. 17. ** Now, this I say, that the promises 
made by God to Abraham, Gen. xv. 4, 5, etc., 
in relation to spiritual blessings which were to' 
come through Christ, could not have been abro- 
gated or altered by the law given at Mt. Sinai, 
430* years after." Before the Mosaic law, men 
were justified by grace, according to the solemn 
promise of the Almighty. That law intervening, 



* The chronological difficulty may be settled by sup- 
posing that Paul dates not from the ratification^ but from 
the fir at giving of the promise. Gen. xii. The exact 
chronology is not, however, essential to the argiuneiit. 
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could not annul the promise of God. Gen. xv. 
13, 16 ; Exod. xii. 40, 41 ; Acts vii. 6. 

T. 18. God gave the promise of a spiritual 
inheritance to Abraham, without requiring from 
him a return, an equivalent, any thing in the 
shape of works. . It was a mere gratuity. Rom. 
iv. 13, 14, viii. 17. 

19 Wherefore then serveth the law.? It 
was added because of transgressions, (till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was 
made ;) and it was ordained by angels in the 
hand of a mediator. 20 Now a mediator is 
not a mediator of one, but God is one. 21 
Is the law then against the promises of God ? 
God forbid ! for if there had been a law 
given, which could have given life, verily 
righteousness should have been by the law. 
22 But the Scripture hath concluded all 
under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that believe. 

V. 19. Paul not only speaks concerning the 
moral, but also concerning the ceremonial law. 
The question may be understood to be in the 
mouth of an objector. For an answer, see 
Rom. vii. 7—25 ; 1 Tim. i. 8—10. " The law 
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was given that there might be in the ^ivorld a 
certain people, which might have the word and 
testimony of Christ, out of which Christ, ac- 
cording to the flesh, might be born ; and that 
men being kept and shut up under the law, 
might sigh and groan for their deliverance 
through the seed of Abraham, which is Christ^ 
The ceremonies commanded in t^he law did 
foreshadow Christ. The promise was not abol- 
ished^ by the law or ceremonies, but rather by 
the same, as by certain seals, it was for a time 
confirmed, until the letters themselves might be 
opened by the preaching of the gospel." — Lu" 
ther. Angels, Ps. Ixxviii. 17, 18 ; Heb. i. 14, 
xii. 21. This mediator must clearly be Moses. 
V. 20. The simple idea seems to be that of 
permanence. In the case of Moses -s mediatorship 
there was not permanence ; but where God 
gives the promise, or makes the covenant, there 
is stability. He is one and unchangeable. 
This, says Bloomfield, is confessedly one of the 
most difficult passages in the New Testament. 
There are no less than 250 modes of explana- 
tion. The explanation above is encompassed 
with the least difficulty. Locke thus explains. 
" God is but one of the parties concerned in the 
promise ; the Gentiles and Israelites together 
made up the other, v. 14. But Moses at the 
giving of the law, was a mediator only between 
the Israelites and God, and therefore could not 
transact any thing to the disannulling the 
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promise which was between God and the Is- 
raelites and Gentiles together, becaose God was 
but one of the parties to that covenant ; the 
other, which was believers of all nations, Gen- 
tiles as well as Jews, Moses appeared or trans- 
acted not for. And so what was done at Mt. 
<Sinai, by the mediation of Moses, could not 
affect a covenant made between parties whereof 
40ne only was there. At Moses's mediation at 
Mt. Sinai, God, who was but one of the parties 
to the promise, was present ; but the other party, 
Abraham's seed, consisting of Israelites and 
iGentiles together, was not there ; Moses trans- 
acted for the nation of the Israelites alone ; 
the other nations were not concerned in the 
covenant made at Mt. Sinai, as tliey were in the 
promise made to Abraham and his seed, which 
therefore could not be disannulled without their 
consent." 

v. 21. The objector continues, •* If such is 
the case, are not the law and the promise con- 
tradictory ? '' Not at all. They have different 
objects in view. They do not clash in the least 
degree. There would have been a discrepancy, 
if the law had been intended to give life. All, 
therefore, who resort to the law for justification, 
contend against the express appointmentof God, 
and pervert the law as well as the gospel. Rom. 
vii. 9, 10. The law is good in itself and for the 
ends proposed. It was an inferior covenaiit, not 
intended to give life to sinners. 
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V. 22. The whole revelation, the law as well 
as .other parts, assert the condemnation of all 
men, so that the only way of escape is by trust- 
ing in a gratuitous salvation. Believe, not for 
all men indiscriminately, but for believers. Rom. 
iii. 9, xi. 32. " When the law is in his chief 
end and office, it humbleth a man, and maketh 
him to seek the aid of the Mediator, and maketh 
his grace and mercy exceeding sweet and com- 
fortable, Ps. X. 9, and his gift precious and ines- 
timable. And by this means it prepareth us and 
maketh us apt to apprehend and receive Christy 
as saith the poet. 

He that hath not tasted the things that are bitter. 
Is not worthy to taste the things that are sweeter. 

Hunger is the best cook. Like as the dry earth 
doth covet the rain, even so the law maketh 
troubled and afflicted souls to thirst after Christ. 
To such, Christ savoreth sweetly. He poureth 
not his waters upon fat and rank grounds, or 
on such as are not dry, and covet no water." — 
Lutlier. 

23 But before faith came, we were kept 
under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. 24 Where- 
fore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
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faith. 25 But after that faith is come, we 
are no longer under a schoohnaster. 26 For 
ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female ; for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus. ,29 And if ye be Christ's, then are 
ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise. 

r 

Having refuted the former objections, the 
apostle proceeds to show the use and intent of 
the law. 

V, 23. Faith f means here the gospel, the new 
dispensation, Rom. iii. 27, xi. 8. Lauf, former 
economy with its various rites and ceremonies. 
Shut up, words used of a commander who sur- 
rounds a place with a guard, 2 Ck)r. xi. 32. 

V. 24. Schoolmaster, 1 Cor. iv. 15, usually a 
freed man or a slave, to whom the care of the 
boys of a family was committed, who attended 
them, formed their manners, instructed them at 
home and accompanied them to school. School- 
masters were sometimes very severe in their dis- 
cipline, Matt. V. 17 ; Acts xiii. 38 ; Rom. x. 4. 
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V. 25 — 29. You are now no longer under 
the yoke of the old dispensation ; you are free 
from tutors and governors, and enjoying the glo- 
rious liberty of children of God, Isa. Ivi. 5; 
John i. 12 ; Rom. viii. 15, in that relation to 
your common Head, which lays aside all dis- 
tinction of sex, Color, and condition. John xvii. 
21 ; Rom. x. 12; 1 Cor. xii. 13 ; Eph. ii. 14. 
This union to the Son of God has been effected 
not only by your baptism into his name, Rom. 
vi. 3, xiii. 14, but by your putting on Christ, 
becoming his in a still higher sense. Put on, 
spoken of those who imitate one's modes of 
thinking, feeling, acting, etc. Rom. xiii. 14 ; 
-«g»Eph. iv. 24 ; Col. iii. 10. 

'* The law is that hammer, that (ire, that 
mighty strong wind, and that terrible earthquake, 
rending the mountains ^and breaking the rocks, 
that is to say, proud hypocrites. Elijah, not 
being able to abide these terrors of the law, 
covered bis head with his mantle. .Notwith- 
standing, when that tempest ceased, there came 
a soft and gracious wind, in which the Lord 
was." — Luther. 



CHAPTER IV. 



1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he 
is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
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though he be lord of all ; 2 but is under 
tutors and governors until the time appointed 
of the father. 3 Even so we, when we were 
children, were in bondage under the elements 
of the world ; 4 but when the fullness of 
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, 

5 to Fedeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba ! Father ! 7 Wherefore, thou 
art no more a servant, but a son ; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye 
did service unto them which by nature are 
no gods. 9 But now, after that ye have 
known God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly 
elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage ? 10 Ye observe days, and months, 
and times, and years. 11 I am afraid of 



you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor in 
vain. 
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V. I. A continuation of the argument of the 
preceding chapter, first comparing the state of 
the church under the former dispensation to that 
of a minor, whose father is dead ; and who, 
though he be by legal right the owner of the 
whole inheritance, yet, while in his minority, 
differs little in respect of restraint from a ser- 
vant; and so continues until the period ap- 
pointed by the father for putting him into pos- 
session of his inheritance. / say then, a mere 
form of transition. Child, not an infant, but 
one not yet adult. Servant, or slave, frequently 
treated with great rigor, Eph. vi. 9 ; Col. iv. 1 ; 
1 Peter ii. 20 — 22. It is not to be understood 
by this comparison that there was no enlightened 
and spiritual religion in the former dispensation, 
but simply that it was comparatively immature 
and dark, and also administered by various bur- 
densome rites and ceremonies. In Eph. iv. 13 
and 1 Cor. iii. 2, the apostle seems to be speak- 
ing of individual Christians ; here of the whole 
church. How much greater -our light is, than 
that of the ancient believers, Jesus teaches, 
Luke X. 23. 

v. 2. Tutors and governors, ch. iii. 24 ; Luke 
viii. 3 ; Gen. xv. 2, xxiv. I. Some consider the 
two words as synonymous ; others translate 
guardians and managers, 

V. 3. We, both Jewish and Gentile Chris- 
tians, when we were children in the knowledge 
of God, unable to attain that accurate and com- 
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plete acquaintance of divine things which per* 
tains to "perfect men," Eph. iv. 14; Col. i, 10; 
Heb. V. 14, vi. I. The Jews, notwithstanding 
all their boasts, were in the former dispensation 
in a state of minority and servitude. Elements, 
figuratively the elements or rudiments of any 
branch of knowledge, suited to the less informed 
or beginners. Col. ii. 8; Heb. v. 12. However 
useful might be the law of Moses, or the law of 
nature, as introductory dispensations, the obli- 
gations to both must cease when the gospel is 
introduced as it supersedes them. 

V. 4. FullnesSf Gen. xxv. 24, xxix. 21 ; 
Ezek. V. 5 ; Dan. x. 3 ; John vii. 8 ; Acts vii. 
23, 30 ; Eph. i. 10, time appointed by the 
Father for delivering all nations from the bond- 
age mentioned, v. 3, made of a woman, Job xiv. 
1, endued with the entire human nature. Some 
think that there is a reference to the miraculous 
conception of Jesus of a virgin, but it rather 
seems to have a general meaning. Phil. ii. 7, 
law, Jewish Jaw primarily, law in general secon* 
darily. 

v. 5. Redeem, ch. iii. 13, remove the curse 
by bearing it in our stead. Under the law, 
under the tyranny and condemnation of the law, 
whether that of Moses, or that of natuje, Rom. 
iii. 20. Adoption, ch. iii. 26 ; Rom. viii. 15— 
23, ye have not received that servile spirit 
which pervaded the Mosaic law, which dealt in 
threatenings and punishments, and required 

6 
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continual expiations of sin ; consequently pro- 
ducing in those subject to it, the disposition of 
slaves, who abstain from offences, more by fear 
of punishment, than from love to their master. 

¥. 6. Compare Rom. viii. 16; 2 Cor. iv. 17; 
Eph. i. 11 — 14. And since ye are sons, God 
has in token thereof, &c. The Spirit is looked 
upon as the seal and assurance of the inheritance 
of life to those who have received the adoption 
of sons. Many expositors recognize the express 
mention of the three persons in the Trinity. 
Pearson says, *' Here the Son is distinguished 
from the Father, as first sent by him ; and the 
Spirit of the Son is distinguished both from the 
Father and the Son." Others interpret it, per- 
haps more justly, of that heavenly temper of 
mind, which the Holy Spirit imparts, inspires us 
with holy filial love to God, the same disposition 
which was possessed by Christ, Rom. v. 5, viii. 
9, xiv. 17; 1 Cor. ii. 12 ; Col. i. 8; 2 Thess. ii. 
13, etc. Abba, Mark xiv. 36 ; Rom. 'viii. 15. 
Winer thinks that the Chaldee term is here used 
because the Jewish prayers ordinarily com- 
menced with abba ; and the Greek was meant 
for those who did not understand the Chaldee 
term. 

V. 7. In the Qhristian church, there is no 
more the condition of servitude, but that of filial 
privilege. In so then, it is implied that the 
person in question has received the Holy Spirit, 
given through the Son, to seal them as the chil- 
dren of God. Rom. iii..29, xviii. 17. 
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** God sent the Spirit of his Son, etc. This 
sending is without any visible appearance, to wit, 
when by hearing of the external word, we receive 
an inward fervency and light, whereby we are 
changed to become new creatures ; whereby we 
also receive a new judgment, a new feeling, a 
new moving. This change is no work of reason, 
or of the power of man, but is the gifl and op- 
eration of the Holy Ghost, which cometh with 
the word preached, and bringeth forth in us 
spiritual affection." — Luther, 

V. 8 — 11. Howheit, " In your former servile 
condition, it is not to be wondered at that ye 
served idols, for ye did not know the true God ; 
but now, when ye have known him, or rather 
been admitted by him into the privileges of his 
children, why do you submit to a similar burden 
of useless observances and rites, which, though 
originally of divine institution, are not of suf* 
ficient efficacy to save your souls." TAcn, time 
when they were under the elements of the world. 
▼. 3. Knew not God, equivalent to Eph. ii. 11, 
no gods, those who have no existence in nature, 
mere stocks or stones ; or those who are gods 
only in the opinion of men, 1 Cor. viii. 5. 
When, V. 8, contrasted with now, v. 9. Known 
of God, recognized by God as his sons, and 
approved to be such by the spiritual gifls im- 
parted to them, 1 Cor. viii. 3 ; 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
Weak, incompetent, inefficient. How the law 
of Moses was weak, see Heb. vii. 18, 19, x. 1, 
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and how the law of nature,^ see the first chapter 
of Romans. Paul seems to have both in view. 
Days^ Acts ii. 1. Months, new-moon festivals, 
Nurab. xxviii. 1, xxix. I. Times, liev. xxiii. 4, 
44. Years, sabbatical years, and jubilees. 
Lest, shows that the writer or speaker supposes 
the thing feared already to have taken place. 
This superstitious observance of particular days 
'has been conspicuously seen in the Roman 
Catholic church. Lev. xi. 2, xxiii. 2 ; Rom. xiv. 
2 ; Heb. viii. 5, x. 1. 



12 Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; 
for I am as ye are ; ye have not injured me 
at all. 13 Ye know how through infirmity of 
the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the 
first. 14 And my temptation, which was in 
my flesh, ye despised not, nor rejected ; but 
received me as an angel of God, even as Christ 
Jesus. 1 5 Where is then the blessedness ye 
spake of.'* for I bear you record, that, if it 
had been possible, ye would have plucked out 
your own eyes, and have given them to me. 
16 Am I therefore become your enemy, 
because I tell you the truth.'* 17 They 
zealously affect you, but not well ; yea, they 
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would exclude youf that ye might affect them. 
18 But it is good to be zealously affected 
always in a good things and not only when I 
am present with you. 19 My little children, 
of whom I travail in birth again until Christ 
be formed in you ! — 20 Idesire to be present 
with you now, and to change my voice, for 

1 £tand in doubt of you. 

V. 12. Paul DOW speaks in a milder manner, 

2 Tim. iv. 2. " Follow my example in re- 
nouncing the law for the gospel. I was once as 
zealous for the law as you are; but now I live 
as do the Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, Do 
you, who are not Jews, but Gentiles, live in like 
manner as men released from the law?" I have 
no grievous personal injuries to complain of at 
your hands, and, therefore, in speaking with 
such plainness, I am' not actuated by resent- 
ment. 

V. 13, 14. ''I retain no ill will towards you, 
but I rather cherish affectionate feelings, when 
I remember your kind treatment of me, for 
when I was laboring under weakness of body, 
ye did not despise me on that account." Injir^ 
mity, some think temptation ; referred by many 
to the persecutions and hardships which Paul 
suffered. But those would furnish nd reason or 
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oecasioD fer the Galatians ft> despise him. Be- 
sides, he never speaks of those in that definite 
manner, which he here employs. Rather we 
may refer to 2 Cor. xii. 7, compared with *2 Cor. 
X. 9.* As an angel of God^ denotes chiefly such 
obedient admission of doctrine as if it were 
promulgated by an angel of God, nay, even by 
Jesus Christ himself in person, and not by 
deputy. 

V. 15 — 18. Exclamatory, not interrogatory. 
"How great was your felicitation, or mutual 
congratulation of yourselves, how happy did you 
think yourselves and others in having such a 
teacher! " See Rom. iv. 6 ; Luke i. 48 ; James 
V. 11. You were so inflamed with love to me, 
that you could have submitted to the greatest 
bodily* suffering. There is an obscurity in v. 
17, 18, arising partly from their extreme hretnfy, 
and partly from the delicacy of the apostle, 
which made him rather hint his meaning than 
speak it fully out. The persons referred to are, 
undoubtedly, the false teachers. They show 
great zeal, but it is not from proper motives. 

* All sorts of definitions have been given to the " thorn 
in the flesh.** Rosenmueller, and many other eminent 
commentators think that it was a paralytic and hypochon- 
driac affection, which occasioned a disstortion of coun- 
tenance, and many other distressing effects, which would 
much tend to impede his usefulness. No radical or 
natural infirmity seems to have been n.eant, as such could 
not be imputed to the instrumentality of Satan. 
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It is not zea! for the truth, and honor of Christ, 
but to draw you over to their party. Zeal and 
attachment in a good cause are alioays praise- 
worthy, such attachment as you formerly man- 
ifested to me, but it should be uniform, not 
simply when I am present with you, but when, 
as now, absent. Rom. x. 2; 2 Cor. xi. 2. 

V. 19, 20. This image is introduced to show 
the intensity of Paul's attachment to them. Ps. 
vii. 14; 1 Cor. iv. 15; Philem. 10; James i. 
18. " The same anxiety, which I formerly felt 
in efforts to convert you, I again feel, till the 
Christian life becomes fully established in you. 
I wish I were with' you, so as to accommodate 
my addresses, either for reproof or consolation, 
according to circumstances ; being absent, I do 
not know how to adapt my discourse to you, 
not knowing whether you are truly converted. 
1 Cor. iv. 12. 



21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under 
the law, do ye not hear the law } 22 For it 
is written, that Abraham had two sons, the 
one by a bond maid, the other by a free 
woman. 23 But he who was of the bond 
woman, was born after the flesh ; but life of 
the free woman was by promise. 24 Which 
things are an allegory. For these are the 
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two covenants; the one from the Mount Sinai, 
which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar ; 
25 for this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, 
and answereth to Jerusalem which no\Y is, 
and is in bondage with her children ; 26 
but Jerusalem which is above is free, which 
is the mother of us all. 27 For it is written, 
Kejoice, thou barren, that bearest not! break 
forth and cry, thou that travailest not ! for 
the desolate hath many more children than 
she which hath an husband. 28 Now we, 
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of 
promise. 29 But as then he, that was born 
after the flesh, persecuted him that was born . 
after the Spirit, even so it is now. 30 
Nevertheless, what sailh the Scripture ? 
Cast out the bond woman and her son, for 
the son of the bond woman shall not be heir 
with the son of the free woman. 31 So 
then, brethren, we are not children of the 
bond woman, but of the free. 

/* Paul would have here closed up his Epistle ; 
for he desired not to write any more, but rather 
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to be present with the Galatians. But %e being 
in great perplexity and very careful for this 
matter, taketh by the way this allegory, which 
then came into his mind. For the people are 
greatly delighted with allegories and similitudes, 
and therefore Christ himself oftentimes useth 
them. For they are as it were certain pictures 
which set forth things as if they were painted 
before the eyes of the simple, and therefore they- 
move and persuade very much." — Luther. 

y. 21. Paul now turns to the Judaizers^ and 
resumes the refutation of their error, (inter- 
rupted by the expression of his affectionate 
aitxiety for the Galatians.) He proceeds to 
prove by an allegorical interpretation of a pas- 
sage of the Old Testament, respecting the two 
sons of Abraham, that ChristianSj whom he 
compares to Isaac, (not Ishmael, whom he likens 
to the JeiDs in bondage to the law,) are liberated 
from the dominion of the law ; nor has the law 
*any power to obtain justification. 2\ll me, af- 
fectionate yet authoritative reiiionstance — " Do 
ye not hear and observe what is written in the 
law and what you have read continually in your 
ears? " Rom. ii. 13. 

V. 22, 23. " I will take an illustration of rty 
meaninjsj from the historv of Abraham, since it 
contains an apt emblem of the two covenants be- 
tween which you are hesitating. Gen. xvi. 15, 
xxi. 1,2; Acts vii. 8 ; Heb. xi. 11; after the 
flesh, in the common course of nature, opposed 
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to by prpmise^ out of the common course of na- 
ture, John viii. 39 ; Rom. ix. 7, S" 

v. 24—31. Allegory^ i. e. to speak in such 
a way that something else shall be intended, 
than is contained in the words literally taken. 
The matter is allegorized or accommodated to 
the case of the law and gospel. Bloomfield 
thinks that it implies rather more than an ac- 
commodation ; that it shows something like cor- 
respondence or adaptation. It is not introduced 
as a direct argument, but as an illustration ; 
gendereth to bondage^ bringeth forth children to 
the law and to sin, and this covenant is re- 
presented by Agar, Mount Sinai. Now this 
word Agar^ is the name given to Mount Sinai 
in Arabia. That this was an appellation of 
Sinai, among the people of the surrounding 
country, we have the testimony of Chrysostom, 
the ancient commentators, and modern travel- 
lers. Agar, in Arabic, signifies a rock, ^'or—^ 
and what makes the similitude more just, is, 
Agar means a ropk. Arabia, in the very coun- 
try where the Ishmaelites dwelt. Now is, Jeru- 
salem in her present state, before the introduc- 
tion of the kingdom of Christ. Above, Chris- 
tisn church, gospel dispensation, opposed to 
Mosaic economy. Isa. ii. 2 ; Heb. xii. 22 ; 
Rev. iii. 12, xxi. 2, 10, free, i. e. from spiritual 
bondage ; mother, of all believers ; written, Isa. 
liv. 1, quoted from the Septuagint. The Gentile 
world is here represented as a forsaken married 
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woman, because the Gentiles were not eonsti- ' 
tuted the church of God, nor taken into a special 
covenant 'with him, but were generally aban- 
doned to idolatry and vice. She is commanded . 
to exult, because God was to change her hapless 
condition, and give her a more numerous pos« 
terity than the married wife, viz : than the Jew- 
ish church could ever boast of, who are repre- 
sented as betrothed to God ; i. e. under his pe- 
culiar protection. Barren, referring to the 
circumstances of Sarah and Abraham. We, v. 
28, Christians, children divinely promised, Rom. 
ix. 7, 8; Gen. xxi. 9, xvii. 15, 16; Eph. iv. 24. 
On v. 29, see Gen. xxi. 9, also Consider the 
character and probable conduct of IshmaeL 
Cast out, a solemn warning to the false teachers. 
They were in danger of being cast out, as 
Hagar and Ishmael were. Gen. xxi. 10, 12; 
John viii. 35. ** We believers, then, v. 31, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, are not in the state 
I have represented by Hagar, viz. the being 
cast out from the favor and presence of God, 
and from salvation, but in that which I have 
represented by Sarah; consequently, we are 
not under bondage to sin and death, but are free 
from them by Christ, being alone heirs of the 
promises." 



I 
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CHAPTER V. 

1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
2 Behold ! I Paul say unto you, that if ye 
be circumcised, Christ shall pro6t you noth- 
ing. 3 For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do 
the whole law. 4 Christ is become of no 
effect unto you, whosoever of you are justi- 
fied by the law ; ye are fallen from grace. 
6 For we, through the Spirit, wait for the 
hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in 
Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth 
any . thing, nor uncircumcision ; but faith 
which worketh by love. 7 Ye did run well ; 
lyho did hinder you that ye should not obey 
the truth ? 8 This persuasion cometh not of 
him that calleth you. 9 A little leaven leav- 
eneth the whole lump. 10 I have confidence 
in you through the Lord, that ye will be 
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none otherwise minded ; but he that troub- 
leth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever 
he be. 11 And I, brethren, if I yet preach 
circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecu- 
tion ? then is the offence of the cross ceased. 
12 I would they were even cut off which 
trouble you. 

T. 1. "As I have just proved you to be de- 
scendants of the free woman, maintain that free- 
dom into which you are called." Again, — some 
were Jews, others had been under the yoke of 
heathen superstitions. Isa. ix. 3 ; John viii. 32 ; 
Acts XV. 10; Rom. vi. 18; 1 Peter ii. 16. 

V. 2 — 6. Paul does not mean that circumcis- 
ion had been a worthless institution, nor that it 
was then absolutely unlawful, for he himself had 
circumcised Timothy. But resting on it, wholly 
or in part as a ground of salvation, would ex- 
clude them altogether from the benefits of 
Christ's death. " The. Jews," says Grotius, 
" might adopt circumcision as a national rite ; 
but the Gentiles, having no such political rea- 
son, could only use it as necessary to justifiea- 
tion ; which would make void faith and grace, 
and is therefore strictly forbidden.*' Acts xv. 1. 
Justified hy the law ; endeavor, who seek justi- 
fication in that way ; fallen from grace, ex- 
planatory of the preceding, ye are done with 

7 
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Christ, ye have abandoned the way of fudTation 
by grace. Rom. vii. 2, 6 ; 2 Pet. iii. 17 ; Rev. 
ii. 5. Spirit, v. 5, may mean the doctrine of 
the gospel as opposed to the carnality of the 
law ; or it may be translated spiritually ^ as ch. 
iii. 1, and v. 16, 18, 25; for^ may as well be 
rendered whereas. Wait, as in anxious expec- 
tation of hearing or seeing something, 1 Cor. i. 
7. Justification^ mode of the divine favor as 
exhibited in the gratuitous pardon of sins, with 
the accessory idea of consequent felicity. Rom. 
vi. 16, ix. 30, 31 ; Gal. ii. 21, iii. 21 ; 2 Tim. 
iv. 8. In Christ Jesus^ etc. Matt. xii. 50; John 
XV. 44 ; 1 Cor. vii. 19 ; 2 Cor. v. 16 ; Col. iii. 
11 ; 1 Thess. i. 3. By love, love to God and 
man, universal love. 

V. 7, 8. Run, 1 Cor. i. 9, 24. Hinder, or 
- who did drive you back 1 Truth, i. e. as it is 
in Jesus; truth respecting justification. Per- 
suasion, seduces, attempts to persuade,, officious 
desire of false teachers to bring the Galatians 
over to their party. Catteth you, see ch. i. 6. 

V. 9 — 12. Leaven, a proverbial expression, 
showing that a few bad men, or a single bad 
principle, may be the means of seducing many 
into error and guilt. Matt. xvi. 6, 11, 12; 
Mark viii. 15; Luke xii, 1; 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 
Softening a little the harshness of the preceding, 
Paul says, " As for me, relying on the Lord's 
assistance, I have confidence in you, that you 
will not entertain any erroneous opinions, or 
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tfaose which I oaniiot receive." 2 Cor. ii. 3, 
viii. 22, i. 7. Burden, coDdemnatory sentence, 
and by implication, punishment. Matt, xxiii. 
14; Mark xii. 40; 1 Tim. v. 12; Jude 4. 
Some particular individual may be referred to. 
V. 11. He argues that his being yet under such 
furious persecution from the Jews, is a* conclu- 
sive proof that he did not preach circumcision, 
thus refuting a calumny which had been propa- 
gated, that in some places and circumstances, 
he preached the necessity of the legal observan- 
ces. 1 Cor. i. 23. " If that be the case, then 
the chief matter at which offence is taken, viz. 
preaching salvation wholly on the ground of the 
merits' of Christ, is taken away." Cross, 1 Cor. 
i. 17, 18, 23. Wish, Deut. xiii. 6, xvii. 7; 
Josh. vii. 25 ; 1 Cor. v. 13. " I would that 
they were cut off from your society, who trouble 
you, or would cut themselves off by leaving it, 
and thus were prevented from giving you any 
farther trouble." 1 Cor. v. 6, 7. 

13 For, brethren, ye have been called 
unto liberty ; only use not liberty for an oc- 
casion to the flesh, but by love serve one 
another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in 
one word, even in this ; Thou sbalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 15 But if ye bite, and 
devour one another, take heed that ye be not 
consumed one of another. 
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V. 19—15. Paul puts them on their guard, 
lest their liberty become licentiousness. Con- 
sult on the whole passage, Rom. vi. and vii ; 
1 Peter ii. 16; 2 Peter ii. 19; Jude 4. For, 
V. 13, means now, beginning a new sentence. 
All the law, Lev. xix. 18 ; Matt. vii. 12, xxii. 
39; Mark xii. 31; Rom. xiii. 9; James ii. 8; 
hUe, etc. 2 Cor. xii. 20, image from wild beasts. 

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh ; and these are 
contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would. 1 8 But if ye 
be led by the Spirit, ye are not under the 
law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest,, which are ihe$e ; adultery, forni- 
cation, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 idol- 
atry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and 
such like; of the which I tell you before, 
as I have also told you in time past, that they 
which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the 
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Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, 23 meekness, tem- 
perance ; against such there is no law. 24 
And they that are Christ's have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we 
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit. 26 Let us not be desirous of vain 
glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another. 

v. 16 — 26. Verse 16, contains the sum of 
Paul's instructions to the Galatians, of which 
the subsequent verses are explanatory. Spirit^ 
spiritual part of man, reason, conscience, etc. 
enlightened by the gospel, and under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, v. 17, and need have 
ye to strive, for ye cannot do the things that ye 
would; frequently overcome by the violence of 
passion and appetite, against reason, conscience, 
and your feelings in better moments. With the 
list of vices, compare Matt. xv. 19; Mark vii. 21 ; 
Rom. i. 29 ; 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10 ; 2 Cor. xii. 20 ; 
Eph. V. 3, 5; James iii. 14. They have been 
divided into four groups. 1st oHust, embracing 
the first four ; 2d impiety, two following ; 3d of 
the mind, next ten ; 4th of the appetites, the 
remainder. Paul, however, probably did not 
ihten4 to classify strictly. Under the first are 

7* 
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included the unnatural works described Rom. i. 
Witchcraft ^ Ex. vii. 1 1 ; Isa. xlvii. 9 ; Rev. ix. 
21, xviii. 23, sorcery of every kind, magic, for- 
tune-telling, charms, incantations, attempted in* 
tercourse with evil spirits, real or pretended, 
frequently employed by persons similar to our 
conjurers. See Hibbert on Apparitions, and 
W. Scott on Demonology. Idolatry in Scrip- 
ture is frequently joined with sorcery, Deut. 
xvii. 9, 10, xi. 15; Exod. xx. 17; Lev. xix. 
20 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. Last group denote those 
nocturnal revellings, which were usually attend- 
ant on an evening of debauchery, v. 22, Jove is 
first, as being the germ and parent of all virtues; 
Eph. V. 8 ; Col. iii. 12 ; joy, in the happiness of 
others; gentleness, denotes benignity, aiiSability, 
good humor ; goodness, kind-heartedness, delight 
in doing good ; faith, sincerity, or fidelity. . v. 
23, see 1 Tim. i. 9. v. 24, Rom. vi. 6, xiii. 
14; 1 Pet. ii. 11. v. 25, see Rom. viii. 5, and 
on V. 26, Phil. ii. 3, iii. 16. ** Joy is the voice 
of the bridegroom and of the bride, that is to 
say, sweet cogitations of Christ, wholesome ex- 
hortations, pleasant songs or psalms, praises and 
thanksgiving." ** Our Saviour, Christ, was 
gentle, as is every where to be seen in his gos- 
pel. It is written of Peter, that he wept so 
often as he remembered the sweet mildness of 
Christ which he used in his daily conversation." 
** Vain glory hath always been a common poi- 
son in the world. There is no village wherein 
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there is not flome one or other to be found, that 
would be accounted wiser than all the rest. 
But they are chiefly infected with this disease 
who stand upon their reputation for learning 
and wisdom." 



CHAPTER VI. 

1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in ft 
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an 
one in the spirit of meekness, considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2 Bear 
ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ. 3 For if a man think him- 
self to be something, when he is nothing, 
he deceiveth himself. 4 But let every man 
prove his own work, and then shall he have 
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another ; 

5 for every man shall bear his own burden. 

• 

V. 1—^ These practical directions may be 
regarded as arising from the temptations to 
which the Galatians would be exposed of not 
coming up to the spirit of the preceding in- 
junctions. A censorious and unforgiving spirit 
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would be very likely to follow hem tfacir ern>> 
neous viefws of jostificatioii. Actual facts might 
have been in the apostle's mind. Overiakimy 
taken by surprise, before he is aware, not habit- 
ually and deliberately. Rom. xiv. 1, xv. 1 ; 1 
Cor. ii. 15, iii. 1, ix. 22. Restore, The meta- 
* phor is derived from setting right a dislocated 
limb, in allusion to the erring member of Christ's 
body. BurdenSf t. 2, burdensome not only to 
himself but to others, Matt. xi. 29 ; John iii. 13, 
34, XV. 12; 1 Thess. v. 14; I John iv. 21. 
Lato of Christy both precept and example. JFor, 
or now, this pride of opinion is useless, which 
shows itself in harsh treatment of the brethren, 
in refusing to bear with the mistakes and infir- 
mities of others. The self-sufficient man cannot 
deceive God. 1 Cor. viii. 2. Have praise, etc.^ 
let him keep his boasting to himself alone, and 
not extend it to others ; or rather, thus will he 
have matter of glorying, or rejoicing, in refer- 
ence to himself, and not to others, i. e., by com- 
paring himself with others. 1 Cor. xi. 28 ; 2 
Cor. xiii. 5. Burden, of one's faults or sins, 
and give an account of them at the last day ; 
consequently, we are liot to busy ourselves about 
the burdens of others, nor try to lighten our own 
by making those of our neighbor heavier. Ps. 



maxi 
i. 1%; 



Ixii. 19 ; Jer. xvii. 10, xxxii. 19 ; Matt. xvi. 27. 

6 Let him that is taught in the word com- 
municate unto him that teachetfa in all good 
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things. 7 Be not deceived ; Crod is not 
mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to 
his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting. 9 And let us 
not be weary in well doing; for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not* 10 
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men, especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith. 



On the duty of giving a competent support to 
the ministry^ see 1 Cor, iz. 7, xi. 14 ; Ilom. xii. 
13, XV. 27. V. 7, refers to the subterfiiges by 
which persons seek to evade this duty. Do not 
hope to escape the punishment of God, who will 
not sufler himself to be insulted with impunity. 
The sentiment in v. 7, has a particular reference 
to the preceding verse, and then a more general 
reference to what follows. Luke xvi. 25 ; Rom. 
ii. 6 ; 1 Cor. vii. 10. On v. 8, see 2 Cor. it. 8. 
Weary, agricultural metaphor— -do not give up 
from being tired out, Heb. xii. 9 ; it refers to 
that tiring of charity which the frequent calls 
on their benevolence and the ungrateful returns 
they might meet with, would be likely to pro- 
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duce. 2 Thess. iii. 13 ; 1 Cor. xv. 58. On v. 

10, see Eph. iL 10 ; 1 Tim. t. 8. " Having, 
therefore, these strong motives to sow unto the 
Spirit, by making pious and charitable contribu- 
tions, let us do good, not only to the ministry, 
but to all Christians, and to all men. The lib- 
erality of spirit of the gospel over the law is 
thus clearly seen." 



1 1 Ye see how large a letter I have writ- 
ten unto you with mine own hand. 12 As 
many as desire to make a fair show in the 
flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised ; 
only lest they should suffer persecution for 
the cross of Christ. 13 For neither they 
themselves who are circumcised keep the 
law; but desire to have you circumcised, 
that they may glory in your flesh. 14 But 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jews Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir* 
cumclsion, but a new creature. 16 And as 
many as walk according to this rule, peace 
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he on them, and mercy, and upon the Isrtel 
of God. 17 From henceforth let no man 
trouble me j for I bear in my body the niarks 
of the Lord Jesus* 18 Brethren, the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Chrfet be with your spirit. 
Amen, 

UotP the Galatians, written from Rome. 

T. 11. Litrge a letter, called long, consider- 
ing that it was written with his own hand, Paul 
thus meant to attest its genuineness, and to 
point to that circumstance^ as indicating his 
affection for them, and his anxiety for their 
salvation. He generally dictated his letters by 
a sccibe, as has commonly been the custom in 
the East. Bloomfield suggests that the infirmity 
of body alluded to in " the thorn in the flesh/' 
made it tedious for him to form the characters 
with any accuracy, but this is doubtful. 

V. 12--18. " It is not I who impels you to ao 
observance oC the Mosaic law, but those who 
court popular applause^ Me^ instigate you to it. 
Fair show, wish to be considered as very reli- 
gious. Compel, earnest moral persuasion. JTor, 
V. 12, on account of the doctrine of the atonement. 
v. 13, in f/ourjlesk, promote their own ambitious 
designs by your circumcision, v. 14. /, em- 
phatical. I leave the Judaizers to glory in an 
antiquated rite, I glory alone in the merits of a 



Us. ; by toiam, rather by 
rosd. Rom. vi. 6; GbI. ii. 
.xii.SO; 1 C!»r. Tii. 19; 2 

Col. iii. 11. Ruk, doc- 
ice, and the necessity of 
;. cxxT. 5 ; Rom. h. 29, 
V. 17. " Hencefbrward,^ 
, by questioning my doo 
egrity ; for of the latter 
D in the scars, or wounds 
, etc., which I have re- 

my attachment to the 
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